
JUDICIAL COUNCIL

THE UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH



S   I   N



AUTHORITY

ÅPARAGRAPHS 55 ð58 OF THE BOOK 

OF DISCIPLINE OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCHñFROM THE 

CONSTITUTION

ÅTHE DISCIPLINE PARAGRAPHS 2601 -

2612



THE CONSTITUTION

ÅGIVES AUTHORITY FOR THE JUDICIAL 

COUNCIL TO EXIST AND TO PROVIDE FOR 

ITS OWN ORGANIZATION AND 

PROCEDURE

ÅOUTLINES BROADLY THE DUTIES, GIVING 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AUTHORITY 

TO ADD POWERS AND DUTIES

ÅSTATES THAT ALL DECISIONS OF THE 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL SHALL BE FINAL



PARAGRAPHS 2601 - 2612

ÅPROVIDE FOR THE METHOD OF 

ELECTION, NUMBER OF MEMBERS 

TERMS OF OFFICE

ÅSTATE THAT MEMBERS OF THE 

COUNCIL MAY NOT SERVE IN ANY 

OTHER OFFICE BEYOND THE 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

ÅREQUIRE CONFIDENTIALITY IN ALL 

MATTERS PENDING BEFORE THE 

COUNCIL



PARAGRAPH 2609 GIVES THE 

COUNCIL THE AUTHORITY TO:

ÅDETERMINE THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF 

ANY ACT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 

WHEN REQUESTED BY A MAJORITY OF 

THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS OR ONE -FIFTH 

OF THE MEMBERS OF GENERAL 

CONFERENCE

ÅTO DETERMINE THE CONSTITUTIONALITY 

OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION WHEN 

REQUESTED BY THE COUNCIL OF 

BISHOPS OR GENERAL CONFERENCE



Par. 2609 Contôd

ÅDETERMINE THE CONSTITUTIONALITY 

OF ANY ACT OF A CENTRAL OR 

JURISDICITONAL CONFERENCE

ÅHEAR AND DETERMINE THE LEGALITY 

OF ANY ACTION TAKEN BY ANY BODY 

CREATED OR AUTHORIZED BY THE 

GENERAL CONFERENCE

ÅHEAR AND DETERMINE THE LEGALITY 

OF ANY ACTION TAKEN BY ANY BODY 

CREATED BY GENERAL CONFERENCE 

OR A CENTRAL OR JURISDICTIONAL 

CONFERENCE



PAR. 2609 CONTôD
ÅPASS UPON, AFFIRM, MODIFY OR 

REVERSE THE DECISIONS OF LAW 

MADE BY A BISHOPS UPON 

QUESTIONS OF LAW SUBMITTED TO 

THEM IN WRITING DURING THE 

REGULAR BUSINESS OF A SESSION

ÅHEAR AND DETERMINE ANY APPEAL 

OF A BISHOPõS DECISION OF LAW 

WHEN ONE-FIFTH OF THE BODY 

PRESENT AND VOTING REQUESTS IT



PAR. 2609 CONTôD
ÅREVIEW AN OPINION OR DECISION 

OF A COMMITTEE OF APPEALS OF A 

JURISDICTIONAL OR CENTRAL 

CONFERENCE IF IT APPEARS THAT 

SUCH DECISION IS AT VARIANCE 

WITH THE DISCIPLINE, PRIOR 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL DECISIONS OR 

AN OPINION OR DECISION OF 

ANOTHER COMMITTEE ON APPEALS 





PARAGRAPH 2610

DECLARATORY DECISIONS

ÅRULINGS ON CONSTITUTIONALITY, 

MEANING, APPLICATION OR EFFECT 

OF ANY PART OF THE DISCIPLINE,
ANY ACT OR LEGISLATION OF THE 

GENERAL CONFERENCE

ÅRULINGS SHALL BE FINAL AND AS 

BINDING AND EFFECTUAL AS 

DECISIONS MADE ON APPEALS



Par. 2610 contôd
ÅDECLARATORY DECISIONS MAY BE 

REQUESTED BY:

ÅGENERAL CONFERENCE

ÅCOUNCIL OF BISHOPS

ÅANY BODY CREATED OR AUTHORIZED BY 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

ÅANY BODY CREATED OR AUTHORIZED BY A 

CENTRAL OR JURISDICITIONAL 

CONFERENCE

ÅAN ANNUAL CONFERENCE



PAR. 2610 CONTõD

SO LONG AS
ÅTHE MATTER RELATES TO OR AFFECTS 

THE WORK OF THE BODY REQUESTING 
THE DECISION

ÅIS PRESENTED IN WRITING DURING THE 
REGULAR BUSINESS SESSION OF SUCH 
BODY

ÅIS VOTED ON AFFIRMATIVELY BY A 
MAJORITY OF THE BODY PRESENT AND 
VOTING







DOCKETS AND DECISIONS

ÅDOCKETS ARE PUBLISHED IN NEWSCOPE, 
ON THE <UMC.ORG> WEB SITE, AND IN 
THE INTERPRETER.  THEY ARE PUBLISHED 
AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO ANY 
MEETING OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL.

ÅANY PERSON WHO WISHES TO FILE A 
BRIEF OR COMMENT ON ANY MATTER 
BEFORE THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL MAY DO 
SO AS LONG AS THE COMMUNICATION IS 
RECEIVED 60 DAYS PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING .  



ÅORAL HEARINGS MAY BE REQUESTED BY 

PARTIES TO THE PROCEEDINGS

ÅDECISIONS OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

ARE RELEASED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

FOLLOWING THE MEETING AND GO FIRST 

TO ALL PARTIES

ÅDIGESTS OF THE DECISIONS ARE 

PUBLISHED IN NEWSCOPE AND THE 
INTERPRETER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

WITH THE FULL DECISIONS BEING POSTED 

ON THE WEB SITE 



ÅPRIOR DECISIONS OF THE JUDICIAL 

COUNCIL HAVE PRECEDENTIAL 

VALUE AND REMAIN IN EFFECT 

UNTIL SUPERSEDED BY THE 

DISCIPLINE OR OVERRULED BY THE 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL

ÅREHEARINGS MAY BE REQUESTED 

WITHIN 90 DAYS OF THE RELEASE OF 

DECISIONS, BUT THEY ARE RARELY 

GRANTED.
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WHAT DO I DO?

ÅNotify Judicial Council immediately

ÅName, position, address of person making 

motion or requesting decision

ÅName, address of others who need 

notification

ÅExact wording of motion

ÅRemind bishop to submit form

ÅMINUTES 



How to reach judicial council

ÅSecretary:

F. Belton Joyner, Jr.

1821 Hillandale Road,

Suite 1 B, PMB 334

Durham North Carolina  27705-2659

judicialcouncil@umc.org

mailto:judicialcouncil@umc.org



