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The purpose of the GCFA Legal Manual is to provide basic information about legal issues that 

are common to organizations throughout the United Methodist religious denomination.  This edition 
replaces the previous Legal Manual (2001-2004).   The current edition will always be available on our 
website:  www.gcfa.org / Legal Services. 

 
The first GCFA Legal Manual was published in 1976.  Its publication is in keeping with 

GCFA’s Disciplinary responsibility to protect the legal interests of the denomination (Paragraph 807.7 
of The 2004 Book of Discipline).  It has grown and changed as legal issues have grown and changed in 
the Church.    

As you use this Manual, we invite and welcome your input about how we might improve it the 
next time around. 
 

 
 
 
       
GCFA Legal Department 
PO Box 340029 
Nashville, TN 37203-0029 
1-866-367-4232 
1-866-246-2516 (Fax) 
www.gcfa.org (Web Site) 
legal@gcfa.org (E-mail) 

  

Disclaimer 
 

The GCFA Legal Manual is provided by the General Council on Finance and 
Administration in the hope that it may assist United Methodist organizations in answering 
commonly asked basic legal questions.  GCFA is not engaged in legal, accounting or other 
professional service.  The information provided cannot substitute for local legal counsel familiar 
with the laws and facts of each particular situation.  The services of a competent professional 
advisor always should be sought if legal advice or other expert assistance is required.   

http://www.gcfa.org/
http://www.gcfa.org/
mailto:legal@gcfa.org

