TO: Pastors of the Mississippi Conference United Methodist Churches
From:   David Stotts, CPA

            Treasurer/Director of Finance & Administration

            Conference Benefits Officer

September 6, 2023
Greetings:

Please find enclosed your August 31, 2023, mission share report.  Thank you to your generous church as they are continuing to support the ministry God has called our conference to do.  Now more than ever, your prayers and financial support for our ministry centers are vital.   
Please look at the address we have for you.  If there is a different address you would like your quarterly report to be mailed to, please contact Laura at 769-243-7024 in my office. 
There are some very important items I want to call to your attention as you do your planning and budget work this fall.
1. Your mission shares for 2024 will be the exact same as 2023.  Thus, you will not be receiving a report about new mission share numbers as you have in the past. 

2. Your trustees will be working on obtaining their own coverage for your church property.  Please make sure they are working on this as the conference plan will not be available in 2024.  Also, the required liability levels have gone down for smaller churches.  You can see that on the back of this letter. 
I am very thankful for each gracious gift that your church gives to the Mississippi connectional ministry.  I know the recipients are also thankful.  I would remind you that as United Methodist, we are able to do great big ministries that are larger than the sum of us all simply because we are connected.  The UM Connection is what makes us different from other denominations.  Our job is to communicate those ministries and their needs in a way that leads our gracious givers to want to be in that ministry by the sharing of their gifts.
Blessings in your ministry in the local church.  As our United Methodist Discipline acknowledges, you are best equipped in your local church to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  Let us resource you!

The Mississippi Annual Conference—empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

